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TREaT yOuRsElf 
TO ThEsE TasTy 
TRicky spEcials

Halloween-
themed food 
news from 
cocktails and 
pumpkins 
to ghoulish 
restaurant and 
bar promotions

Compiled by Beth McDonald

hOT Off ThE shElvEs
Choc On Choc bars
These deliciously spooky Spider  
Bars have such a realistic spider  
on top we’re not sure if this is a  
trick or a treat.
choconchoc.co.uk, £3.59

Nila Holden cookies
Nila Holden’s cookies are almost  
too pretty for Halloween. We said  
almost – we couldn’t resist the 
buttery vanilla biscuits.
etsy.com/shop/nilaholden, from £9.99

Hartleys Monster Jelly
These are obviously for the 
kids but who can resist some 
‘spooktacular’ orange jelly or 
‘shocking lemon and slime’?
Asda, 54p for 115g

Crystal Head Vodka
What better bottle to put out at 
Halloween than this skull-shaped 
offering? Luckily the smooth vodka 
inside isn’t as frightening…
amazon.co.uk, £46.34 for 70cl

Halloween than this skull-shaped 

There’s plenty to test your taste buds this 
week as bars and restaurants enter the 
Halloween spirit. The Brain Burger at 
Cinnamon Soho (1) is made of deep-fried 
lambs’ brains (cinnamonsoho.com), while 
Mews of Mayfair (2) is serving up The 
Bambi Burger, a venison dish inspired by 
the super-cute Disney character (mewsof 
mayfair.com). BSoho (3) on London’s 
Poland Street has created the Brain Shooter 
– a mix of vodka, Bailey’s, grenadine and 
Curacao Bleu that tastes better than it looks.

A Halloween-themed afternoon tea  
at the Bluebird in Chelsea (4), which 
includes toffee apple cakes, witch’s hat 
marshmallows and pumpkin macaroons, 
may be more family-friendly (bluebird-
restaurant.co.uk). While The Corinthia 
Hotel London (5) is offering a free kids’ 
pumpkin carving masterclass with Sunday 
brunch this weekend (corinthia.com).

For a spooky rather than sweet 
experience, Cambridge’s The Varsity  
Hotel (6) is offering a ghoulish guided  
tour of the university city followed by  
three frightful courses at the in-house 
restaurant, The River Bar Steakhouse. 
Meals cost £40 per person or you can stay 
the night if you dare with rooms starting at 
£155 (thevarsityhotel.co.uk).

As with turkey at Christmas, 
Hot List only eats pumpkin at 
Halloween but at least there 
are three new yummy ways  
of getting at all that orange 
goodness. First up, Whole 
Earth has a new peanut 
butter with pumpkin seeds 
(Tesco, £2.99) while The 
Collective has a yoghurt with 
a pumpkin compote spiced 
with ginger, cinnamon and 
nutmeg (nationwide, £2.39). 
Finally, the spiced pumpkin 
hotpot from Soulful Food 
(soulfood.com, £3.49) has 
fewer than 400 calories so 
you feel less guilty about 
eating all that chocolate…

pumpkin 
shakers that 
win first prize

cocktails that 
will go bump 
in the night
Fancy a Morgue-a-Rita? 
Whip up your own at a 
Halloween-themed cocktail 
masterclass at London’s 
vinopolis on Friday. After 
you have shaken up your 
own cocktails, the lights will 
be switched off for a spooky 
drinking-in-the-dark 
experience… 
£40 a person, vinopolis.co.uk

super-luxury
choco-skulls 
are no-brainers

Two of our favourite stores go head-
to-head quite literally this Halloween 
with these amazing chocolate skulls. 
The anatomically correct white and 
milk chocolate skulls from Harvey 
Nicks (left) are made by I Should Coco 
and cost £64.95. Selfridges’ chocolate 
skull comes in milk, dark, chilli and 
caramel flavours, priced £120.

For parties at home, try 
these cute Petit Pumpkin 
Casseroles from Le 
Creuset (lecreuset.co.uk, 
£22) or the partyware 
from Talking Tables 
(talkingtables.co.uk). 
Skeleton garlands, skull 
canapé sticks and spooky 
drinks labels are all there 
but Hot List especially 
loves the his and hers skull 
plates from just £3.50.

hOw TO gET inTO 
ThE paRTy spiRiT

HOTList
The

wash down the dead with tequila
Mexico’s Dia de los Muertos –  
Day of the Dead festival – is also 
celebrated this weekend and it’s  
a big one for foodies as family 
and friends get together to 
celebrate lost loved ones. Check 
out the new animation The Book 
Of life, inspired by the festival, to 

find out what it’s all about and 
then head to Covent Garden’s  
El nivel on Saturday for a three-
course Day of the Dead supper 
paired with specially created 
mezcal and tequila cocktails (left). 
Contact info@elnivel.co.uk 
for more information
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